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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 


following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 3152 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 3152) for the relief of Mrs. Setsuvyo Sumida having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to provide for the readmission into the 
United States of Mrs. Setsuyo Sumida who is a former resident of 
the United States and the mother of eight United States citizen 
children. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 63-year-old native and citizen of 
Japan who resided in the United States from 1909 until 1937 when 
she went to Japan with her husband and two of her children for a 
visit. She was in possession of a reentry permit which expired and 
before she could obtain the necessary documents to return to this 
country World War II began. She is now a widow and has eight 
children who are United States citizens. Four of her children served 
in the United States Army and one son was killed in action. 

A letter dated October 19, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 





MRS. SETSUYO SUMIDA 


OcToBER 19, 1951, 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 3152) for the relief of Setsuyo 
Sumida, an alien. 

The bill would provide that, for the purposes of the immigration laws, the pro- 
visions of section 4 (b) of the Immigration Act of 1924, as amended, shall be held 
to be applicable to Mrs. Setsuyo Sumida. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mrs. Sumida was born on July 18, 1888, at Otake, Saiki, Hiroshima, 
Japan. She is a citizen of Japan. The record indicates that Mrs. Sumida en- 
tered the United States at the port of San Francisco about 1909, and, following her 
arrival, was married to Toraichi Sumida, a native and citizen of Japan. They 
continued to reside in the United States until December 2, 1937, when the alien, 
her husband, and two children returned to Japan on a visit. At the time of her 
departure the alien was in possession of a reentry permit valid until November 22, 
1938. This permit expired while she was in Japan, and for that reason she was 
unable to return to the United States. It appears that before any action could be 
initiated by her and her family to obtain a visa to permit her to return to the 
United States, World War II had begun. After the war her seven native-born 
United States citizen children who are residing in this country filed affidavits of 
support with the American consulate in Kobe, Japan, in her behalf. She was 
refused a visa, however, because she is racially ineligible to citizenship and there- 
fore inadmissible to the United States. Moreover, the alien could not qualify 
for a nonquota visa under section 4 (b) of the Immigration Act of 1924, to which 
section the racial restrictions do not apply, since she is no longer considered a 
returning resident because of her long absence from the United States. 

During Mrs. Sumida’s residence in the United States she gave birth to 11 chil- 
dren, 2 of whom died in infaney. Four of her sons served in the United States 
Arny during World War II, two of them in the European theater of operations. 
One of the sons was killed in action. The three other sor’s in the Armed Forces 
received honorable discharges at the end of the war. The record further reflects 
that three of the alien’s sons are presently gardeners in California. One son is an 
engineering draftsman in Chicago, Ill., and another son is in the dry-cleaning 
business in New York. The alien’s two daughters in the United States are mar- 
ried. Mrs. Sumida, who is a widow, her husband having died in September 1950, 
is presently residing with her remaining daughter in Japan. 

The alien, being of the Japanese race, is ineligible to citizenship under section 
303 of the Nationality Act of 1940, and is therefore inadmissible to the United 
States for permanent residence under section 13 (c) of the Immigration Act of 
1924. In the absence of general or special legislation she will be unable to enter 
the United States for permanent residence. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived, presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devitt VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 3152) should be enacted. 
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